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Sub: Implementing Electronic Sealing for Containers by exporters under
self-sealing procedure prescribed by circular 26/2017-Cus dated 1st
July 2017, circular 36/2017 dated 28.8.2017 and 37/2017 dated
20.9.2017 — reg.
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Attention of all Exporters/ Importers/ Steamer Agents/ Customs
Brokers/ Trade & Industry and the Public is invited to the CBEC
Circular No. 41/2017-Cus dated 30.10.2017 on the above subject.
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With the introduction of self-sealing using RFID e-seals, the Board has
sought to enhance export facilitation by dispensing the need for
exporters secking the presence of jurisdictional officer for the purpose-
of supervising stuffing of the cargo at approved premises. This measure
is expected to reduce transaction costs of exporters since they do not
have to incur MoT charges in respect of such supervision as well as
improve their timeliness of their exports. Such facilitation is proposed to
be backed by application of technology in the form of exporters using
RFID e-seals since it has the potential to improve visibility and enhance
cargo security during transportation to Ports & ICDs as well as during
holding time.
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Attention is drawn to para 5 of circular 37/2017-Customs dated 20th
September 2017 stating the date for mandatory e-sealing shall be 1st
November 2017. In order to take stock of the preparedness of the trade,
field formations, the Board held consultations with the vendors, trade
associations and field formations.

4. mﬁmﬁﬁw%m%ﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁwsﬁw%ﬁm
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The following clarifications are prescribed for the sake of uniformity and
better understanding of the new procedures to be followed for export of
goods under RFID self sealing. Circulars 26/2017 and 36/2017 have
obligated following classes of exporters to adopt RFID e-sealing:
a) st frufas e afwrdl F odgq SATiER F Rl E
FATeT TTTE A% S A gRur # oA Ser w g
Exporters already enjoying the facility of self-sealing after
having been approved by jurisdictional formations under the
erstwhile procedures; ' _
b)ﬁﬁuﬁaaﬁ%%mmww@%%eﬁéw@wﬁ
w%wmﬁ%m%ﬁaﬁmwﬁ/ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁ
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Exporters who have hitherto been availing of supervised
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sealing and have been automatically entitled to avail of self-
sealing using RFID e-seals, without having to expressly seek
any permission/approval of the jurisdictional commissioner
for this purpose;

) T AT A AW- sfETw wWA ge & ¥ Fee-wfenr @ snfifaa it
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AEOs, regardless of whether they were self-sealing or
undertaking supervised sealing, have also been entitled to
avail of the new procedure;

d) s W fratewt A ogg ger wew R ovE § owed oA e
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R 1 9@rs, 2017 % T o(iii) ¥ FeifRe gfeam & 9=
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Lastly, all exporters have been extended this facility subject
to their filing GST returns but after seeking permission for
self-sealing from the jurisdictional Commissioner as per
procedure prescribed under para 9(iii) of circular 26/2017-
Cus dated 1st July 2017. h
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The procedure prescribed under the above circulars applies only to cargo in
full container load, sealed at an approved premise, by an entitled exporter.
In case of an FCL being received at a Port or ICD under self-sealing using
RFID e-seals, prescribed under circular 36/2017-Customs dated 28th
August 2017, it shall be deemed to be equivalent to a container sealed
under the erstwhile system of officer supervised sealing. Unless and until
there are good reasons or intelligence to warrant inspection of such
containers, there shall be no need for examination of such containers once
the RFID e — seal is read as intact or not tampered.
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In case an RFID seal affixed on a self-sealed container is found tampered,
the same shall be subject to examination as already prescribed under para
2(f) of Circular 36/2017-Cus dated 28th August 2017. However, after
examination, the further movement of such a container shall not be under
the RFID e-seal procedure. The existing system of using the traditional
bottle seals by customs shall continue for such movements.

AUHAEST S F AT O F oy Ay G FeAdt H G dewey & asmr wiey
7 o @t O Tl owlRy, S o wwer @, w@E 9% JWrE AReEe
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FAA AT aAEE S vy SRRl F qgd Terr gem

Full containers brought to Ports without RFID e-seals shall be taken to a
CFS or allowed direct port entry, as the case may be, and will be subject to
usual RMS treatment. Similarly, Full Containers Loads.arriving at ICDs,
but without RFID e-seals, will be subject to usual risk management
parameters. '

Wﬁwwmﬁw&qﬁ%ﬁmﬁaﬁﬁmﬁvmwﬁmmmﬁm
foeud ¥ asf/ME F @ oy AT wre A7 T FEAE GeAd F OArEH § A
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The procedure under the subject circulars does not apply to export of non-
containerized cargo or Air cargo or for movement of cargo from CFSs to
ICDs/Ports or cargo exported through Land Customs Stations. Extant
practices in respect of such cargo shall continue.

T FEF s et # frex Aead ¥ A # vkt wfe g% 8, ofFH @ TAm
ﬁwﬁwﬁg%%ﬁﬁwﬁﬁmaﬁﬁ%—ﬁﬁwwmmm
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ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%mmaﬁ%%maﬂ%m%ﬁm%:

While the progress made in the coverage of reader network across ports
and ICDs is well recognised, but factoring that it may take some time for
the field formations to fully set up systems and procedures for handling
RFID e-sealed containers as well as receipt of data, the Board has decided
that mandatory e-sealing for different classes of exporters shall be
brought in a phased manner as indicated below:
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a) oot whrarsll ¥ aga dogw-@ifem gfRgr & aqwfy @ o Pefes s
.53, At F FRalest ¥ @9y & 8 Ade, 2017 ¥y fafy dEed
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In respect of all exporters who have been permitted sclf-sealing
facilitics under erstwhile procedures and exporters who are AEOs, it
would be mandatory to seal their export containers with prescribed
RFID e-seal w.c.f 8th Nov. 2017. Any non-compliance will subject
the containers to usual RMS parameters.

b) s ofwd # erefifdm geflr &1 arw ey arer Fafast & oot $ gy @,
19 F9aY, 2017 oF Aefiferd wEihr i a@Er ofFar o @i 20 #7499y,
2017 ¥ I ARgwemESr E-difehr ufkaret v erqamar g m
In respect of the category of exporters who are availing supervised
stuffing at their premises, extant practice of supervised stuffing may
continue till 19th November 2017. With effect from 20th November
2017, they shall have to switch to RFID e-sealing procedures.

c) Sl 4 uiR"A 26/2017-FW. fAiF 1 qarg, 2017 ¥ dwg SERER @

- HTATYEE ISR B grerdt § Aew-difenr aqufy &7 emdeT ey amr atawr
FOHAT &, F AR WTqT g A aF 9 quT aRuwsssr SR s #w
T qfaur FT 99 IBET LF T a6
Regarding the exporters who have newly applied to the jurisdictional
customs authority for seclf-sealing permission under circular
26/2017-Cus dated 1st July 2017, they shall commence use of the
facility subject to grant of permission and upon adoption of RFID e-
sealing.

ACCHRARST F-ACT F amp g A ardE 7 gaee 15 & F Rate F B Puite
aﬁ'@ﬁwmwmﬁﬁmwaﬁ%élﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂm%
TRee # we by T dem # sruwardd) §-dfier svmaR a1 B sraeEEar w8
The applicable date for RFID e-sealing implies that exporters are required
to use this procedure from the prescribed date. Any container scaled at the
exporters premises before the prescribed date, shall not be required to be
brought with RFID e-seal.

T AT R YA AT H AT ST @ oRew 37/2017-79 ¥ gq - wfwar @
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It may be recalled that vide circular 37/2017-Cus, the e-sealing procedure
had been made voluntary subject to availability of reader facilities. The
procedures in respect of custom stations where readers have not been
provided by any vendor so far shall continue till 315t December 2017 as per
existing practices. This office will notify all the stake holders when reader
facilities are made available at ICTT vallarpadam. It is also clarified that
those exporters who are in possession of RFID e-seals shall be at liberty
to commence availing the facilitative procedures after issue of such
notification from this office. '

12. =& &gy i F1% FHATE @, 9 97 agd (TEeEdt) F ogae § @ s
Difficulties, if any, shall be brought to the notice of the Deputy
Commissioner (SSP).

W\.W’
(TH. AHHAR/ S. Anilkumar)
HUT HHILEH AIH
Additional Commissioner of Customs
gfaferfa/ Copy to:
1. The Chief Commissioner, Thiruvananthapuram Zone.

2. EDI Section for uploading on Website of Custom House, Cochin.

3. The Cochin Custom House Agent’s Association,

4. The Cochin Steamer Agent’s Association.

5. Notice Board.
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